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THE Liberal Democrats 
have accused the district’s 
ruling Tories of “nonsense 
budgeting” for setting up a 
near £1m emergency fund 
for “unforeseen pressures”.

West Berkshire Council 
has put aside the £750,000 
Adult Social Care Risk 
Fund and said it will add 
more money to it whenever 
one-off savings are made. 
The Tories describe it as a 
“tactical reserve to smooth 
out the volatile element of 
care demand”.

Lib Dem finance spokes-
man, Cllr David Rendel, 
argued that the fund is 
“unnecessary” as the council  
has already budgeted £17.3m 
for adult social care.

He said: “These risks 
aren’t new risks – if they 
thought they would have 
these risks they should 
have accounted for them in 
their original budget. That, 
to my mind, is nonsense 
budgeting.”

Cllr Rendel said the 

money would be better spent 
reversing cuts that have 
been made to key services 
this year, such as those 
made to Personal Budgets 
for disabled people.

He added: “They claim they 
never want to cut services 
to the most vulnerable, but 
actually what they’ve done 
is cut services left, right and 
centre this year.”

The Conservative-led 
council insists the fund 
is necessary, with the 
department’s overspend 
peaking at £1.7m last year. 

Finance leader Alan Law 
said: “Setting up a risk 
fund in adult social care is 
simple common sense and 
is prudently the right thing 
to do. I must stress this is 
an efficiency programme, 
and is about better financial 
management, not about 
cutting services.”

The savings target for 
the council is £25m over 
four years, with more than 
£8m needed this year. The 
council has also stressed an 
extra £3m is being spent on 
adult social care compared 
with last year and that 
increased spending is due 
to the ageing population 
creating unprecedented 
demand for services.

The number of over 65s 
in West Berkshire has 
increased by 23% in the last 
10 years – more than twice 
the national average.

Lib dems sLam    
counciL savings
by Solomon Radley 
n sradley@berksmedia.co.uk

PHOTO SPECIAL  
COMEDY 

STAR HARRY 
HILL UNVEILS 

SCHOOL 
REVAMP –

See pages 6-7

Bethany, nine, and thomas Farrell, six, from newbury, pose with the 
carved toadstools they made among the exciting activities at the Royal 
County Of Berkshire County Show at newbury Showground. 
l See pages 4 and 5 for more pictures. 123841 PHOTO: ABI TURLEY
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hurdle in Fa trophy
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