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HOMEVIEW WINDOWS & CONS.Graphic novel is 

real team effort
A GRAPHIC novel created with help from two 
Tilehurst-based artists was launched last week-
end at the Thought Bubble art festival in Leeds.

Who On Earth Was Thaddeus Mist? is a 
Gothic concept anthology that follows the story 
of Zelda Mist as she speaks to guests at her hus-
band’s funeral.

Each chapter has been created by a dif-
ferent writer/illustrator pairing, with Nicola 
Patten and Max Deacon bringing the memories 
of Thaddeus’ mistress Madame De Beauvoir  
to life.

“The launch was fantastic,” said Max. “We sold 
nearly all of the copies that we’d brought with 
us. I think people are interested in WOEWTM? 
because there’s nothing else like it in the indie 
comic scene.”

The novel was published by Accent UK, and 
the festival was the first opportunity for people 
to buy it.

To promote the launch, actors in Victorian 
attire greeted visitors outside the convention, 
and posters signed by many of the contributors 
were given to people who bought a copy.

The 24-year-olds met at Little Heath School, 
but admit they did not really speak until Max 
called and invited Nicola to illustrate his chap-
ter of the book.

The project provided fresh challenges for 
both of them, because neither has a background 
in graphic novels.

Max said: “I was approached to write a story 
for WOEWTM? because, as an anthology, they 
were looking for variety, and felt that I could 
provide a unique style that was very different 
from that of the other contributors.”

Despite their success they have no immedi-
ate plans to desert their home town and Nicola 

said: “Because it’s mainly a freelance industry 
you can be anywhere. Being close to London 
helps, but I could be in the middle of the jungle, 
really!”

Max added: “There’s a lot of talent in Reading, 
but I wouldn’t say that it has much of an artis-
tic community. Although, with social media 
becoming so prominent in the industry, writ-
ers and artists can now communicate wherever 
they are – which is great.”

Who On Earth Was Thaddeus Mist? is  
available from Monday at www.accentukcom-
ics.com for £10 plus postage.
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